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DETAILED ACTION 
Double Patenting 

Claims 9 and 1 1 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1 , 4-6, 7-9, 1 1 , 
and 12 of U.S. Patent No. 5,607,475. Although the conflicting claims are not identical, 
they are not patentably distinct from each other because the present claims are directed 
toward a heparin-polyoxyalkylenepolyamine adduct, which encompasses the claimed 
subject matter of claims 1, 4-6, 7-9, 11, and 12 of 5,607,475, which claims a medical 
article comprising a biomolecule of heparin covalently attached to a polyalkyleneimine 
spacer, and the surface of the article being coated therewith. The cited application does 
not include the silane as claimed in 5,607,475. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

^ItTTT n d ? s ™ bed in ( 1 > an aPP'ication for patent, published under section 122(b) by 
another filed .n the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 2) a oatent 

22? ?f an ? P Cati ° n f ° r Pat6nt by an ° ther filed in the United States «5™ »«£ Mention by the 
SSSSSn 6X « eP ! ^ an international a PP'*ation filed under the treaty defined n sSn 

o^xtttTJnn f QC S PU J° SeS ° f this SUbsection of an a PP |ication I" the United States 

ot y uS the United states and was published under ArticIe «5 

Claims 17 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Whitbourne et al. (6,1 10,483). Whitbourne et al. disclose an object comprising a 
quaternary ammonium heparin complex, more specifically a benzalkonium complex 
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(col.8, lines 59-67) and a cured silicone (col.5, lines 53-56). Although Whitbourne et al. 
do not appear to specifically disclose that the silicone is cured, it is the examiner's 
position that cured silicone of Whitbourne et al. is inherently disclosed because the 
silicone in Whitbourne et al. is used as a substrate, and if the silicone was not cured, the 
silicone could not act as a substrate. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 10 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. A reasonable search of the prior art of record 
failed to reveal the limitations as set forth in claim 10, specifically a polysiloxane. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Hsu et al. (5,541 ,167) disclose a quaternary ammonium heparin 
complex in a mixture containing polydimethylsiloxane (Abstract), and drying the coating 
(Examples). Hsu et al. do not teach or disclose curing the polydimethylsiloxane. 
Solomon et al. (5,061,738) disclose a quaternary ammonium heparin complex and 
silicone oil, and drying the coating (Example 1). Solomon et al. do not teach or disclose 
curing the silicone oil. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher M. Keehan whose telephone number is 
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(571) 272-1087. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, from 6:30 
to 3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Randy P. Gulakowski can be reached on 571-272-1302. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 

Christopher Keehan {^JlY, 

j i ov/ n/z 

October 26, 2004 f+rr „ 




